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This summary presents an overview of the analysis contained in Chapter 4: 
Environmental Evaluation.  CEQA requires that this chapter summarize the 
following:  1) areas of controversy, 2) significant impacts, 3) unavoidable sig-
nificant impacts, 4) implementation of mitigation measures, and 5) alterna-
tives to the project. Amended  
 
 
A. Project Under Review 

This Draft EIR provides an assessment of the potential environmental conse-
quences of adoption of the Draft 2030 General Plan and the Climate Action 
Plan (CAP).  The Draft 2030 General Plan is intended to serve as the princi-
pal policy document for guiding future conservation and development in the 
City of San Carlos.  The Draft 2030 General Plan includes objectives, goals, 
policies and actions which have been designed to implement the City’s and 
community’s vision for San Carlos.  The policies and actions would be used 
by the City to guide day-to-day decision-making so there would be continu-
ing progress toward the attainment of the Plan’s goals.  The Draft 2030 Gen-
eral Plan proposes land use designations to implement the overall goals and 
vision.  In conjunction with the Draft 2030 General Plan, the City prepared a 
CAP.  The CAP augments the objectives, goals, policies and actions of the 
General Plan related to the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.  The Draft 
2030 General Plan and the CAP are further detailed in Chapter 3 of this EIR. 
 
 
B. Areas of Controversy 

The City issued a Notice of Preparation on March 3, 2009 and held a scoping 
meeting on March 16, 2009.  The scoping period for this EIR was between 
March 3, 2009 and April 3, 2009, during which interested agencies and the 
public could submit comments about the Draft 2030 General Plan.  The com-
ments received focused primarily on the following issues: 

♦ Annexation of unincorporated areas adjacent to the city, particularly 
concerning the provision of wastewater services. 
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♦ Increased traffic on regional and local roadways. 

♦ Cumulative impact of growth on gas and electric facilities. 
 
All of these issues were addressed in the Draft 2030 General Plan process.  To 
the extent that these issues have environmental impacts, they are also ad-
dressed in this EIR. 
 
 
C. Significant Impacts 

Under CEQA, a significant impact on the environment is defined as a sub-
stantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any of the physical con-
ditions within the area affected by the project, including land, air, water, min-
erals, flora, fauna, ambient noise, and objects of historic and aesthetic signifi-
cance. 
 
Implementation of the Draft 2030 General Plan and the CAP, in combination 
with long-term, region-wide growth and development, has the potential to 
generate environmental impacts in a number of areas.  However, the growth 
envisioned under the Draft 2030 General Plan would result in regional bene-
fits by promoting growth that encourages less automobile dependence and 
supports regional transit systems, which could reduce air quality and noise 
impacts associated with population growth and non-residential development.  
Encouraging infill growth in the Downtown area and other designated areas 
and maintaining the City’s open space designations would help to preserve 
open space at the urban fringe and reduce development pressures on lands 
outside the city limit.  For these reasons, the growth-inducing effects of im-
plementation of the Draft 2030 General Plan would be beneficial to the city 
and surrounding areas.  The Draft 2030 General Plan and the CAP have been 
developed to be largely self-mitigating, and as a result, there are very few im-
pacts that would occur solely on the basis of the implementation of the two 
plans. 
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Nonetheless, the implementation of the Draft 2030 General Plan has the po-
tential to generate two significant environmental impacts which are listed 
below: 
♦ Air Quality 
♦ Transportation and Circulation 

 
As shown in Table 2-1, each of the impacts listed would be considered signifi-
cant and unavoidable.   
 
 
D. Mitigation Measures 

This Draft EIR suggests mitigation measures that would reduce five impacts 
to less-than-significant levels.  These mitigation measures are summarized Ta-
ble 2-1 at the end of this chapter.  They will form the basis of a Mitigation 
Monitoring Program which will be published in the Final EIR and imple-
mented in accordance with State law.   

E. Unavoidable Significant Impacts 

Section 15126.2(b) of the CEQA Guidelines requires that an EIR describe any 
significant impacts that cannot be avoided, even with the implementation of 
feasible mitigation measures.  As described in Chapter 4, and shown in Table 
2-1, two significant unavoidable impacts were identified in the areas of air 
quality and transportation and circulation. 
 
 
F. Alternatives to the Project 

This Draft EIR analyzes alternatives to the Draft 2030 General Plan.  Three 
alternatives to the Draft 2030 General Plan are considered and described in 
detail in Chapter 5: 

♦ Existing General Plan Alternative (No Project Alternative) 
♦ Limited Commercial Development Alternative 
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♦ Maximum Commercial Growth Alternative 
 

The CAP is assumed to be included in both the Limited Commercial Devel-
opment Alternative and the Maximum Commercial Growth Alternative.  As 
shown in the alternatives analysis in Chapter 5, the Limited Commercial 
Growth Alternative has the least environmental impact and is therefore the 
environmentally superior alternative.  This alternative largely maintains the 
industrial uses on the east side of San Carlos and adds a limited amount of 
commercial development.  By limiting commercial development, this alterna-
tive avoids the significant and unavoidable impacts that have been identified 
in relation to air quality and traffic.  However, the Limited Commercial 
Growth Alternative would result in 229,760 fewer square feet of commercial 
uses which is not in line with the economic objectives of the City.  The Exist-
ing General Plan Alternative and the Maximum Commercial Growth Alter-
native would have greater impacts than the Draft 2030 General Plan. 
 
 
G. Summary Table 

Table 2-1 presents a summary of impacts and mitigation measures identified 
in this report.  It is organized to correspond with the environmental issues 
discussed in Chapter 4. 
 
The table is arranged in four columns:  1) environmental impacts; 2) signifi-
cance prior to mitigation; 3) mitigation measures; and 4) significance after 
mitigation.  For a complete description of potential impacts, please refer to 
the specific discussions in Chapter 4.   
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