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TABLE 4.11-4 SAN CARLOS CITY PARKS

Park Name Acreage Description 

Arguello Park 21.0 

Arguello Park is the largest and most diverse of the 
developed parks, with a turfed play area, tennis 
courts, picnic locations, a running trail and un-
marked hiking trails.  The park was recently reno-
vated in 2006.a  

Big Canyon Park 16.0 

Big Canyon Park is a beautiful and rustic open 
space area.  The 1.2-mile trail in the park is rugged, 
hilly and narrow with views of the city and the 
East Bay. 

Burton Park 10.3 

Burton Park is the oldest and best known of the 
developed parks.  It currently contains Madsen 
softball diamond, used by adult softball leagues, 
little leagues, and other baseball teams, a large soc-
cer field, three lighted tennis courts, two full bas-
ketball courts, two horseshoe pits, the Kiwanis 
Recreation Building, two children’s play areas, 
park benches, picnic tables, barbecue pits and a 
turfed play area.  The park is targeted for renova-
tion in the near future.  

Cedar Park 0.6 
Cedar Park has a small turf area, children’s play 
area, asphalt basketball court/multi-use section, 
park benches, picnic table and barbecue pit.   

Chilton Avenue/ 
Sequoia Court 
Property 

1.6 

Chilton Avenue/Sequoia Court is an undeveloped 
hill area.  There is a view of the canyon and sur-
rounding area from the western boundary and 
another view of San Carlos and the East Bay from 
the middle of the property.  Children enjoy climb-
ing on a major rock outcropping located on the 
slope leading down to Bay View.   

City Hall Park 1.3 

City Hall Park is centrally located in the down-
town area.  It attracts mainly passive forms of rec-
reation, but contains a turf area large enough for 
active games and play.   
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Park Name Acreage Description 

Crestview Park 7.0 

Crestview is one of the newest City parks and it is 
frequently used by soccer players, neighboring 
families and jogging and walking enthusiasts.  The 
park facilities include a soccer field, basketball 
courts, children’s play area, paved area with stan-
chions making it accessible for volleyball play and a 
jogging/walking path. 

Eaton Park 57.6 

Eaton Park is a scenic, natural open space with 
meandering trails, natural vegetation and varied 
wildlife.  It is undeveloped except for a trail, which 
winds its way up the hillside toward Loma Lane.  
A fire access road winds its way to the top of the 
park as well. 

Heather Dog 
Exercise Area 

1.5 

The park is used by dog owners and their pets.  
There is also a trail in the southern part of the park 
with a view through the canyon.  The Heather 
Field is set to receive field and turf renovations in 
the near future. 

Highlands Park 11.2 

The complex is used for year-round athletic events, 
including baseball, soccer, softball, tennis and 
sports camps, as well as for neighborhood recrea-
tional activities including a children’s play area. 

Hillcrest Circle 
Park 

0.2 

The park contains a children's play area, half-court 
basketball court, picnic bench, barbecue pit and 
drinking fountain.  The park attracts neighborhood 
youth that frequent the play areas, the basketball 
court and other “free play” sections of the asphalt.  
The park was recently renovated. 

Laurel Street 
Park 

0.3 

The park is utilized by shoppers as a resting spot 
before further shopping and by customers of adja-
cent restaurants.  The park is used annually for a 
portion of the Chamber of Commerce Art and 
Wine Festival, the Sister City Committee’s “Taste 
of Italy,” concerts in the park and the Kiwanis 
Club’s annual toy drive. 
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Park Name Acreage Description 

Laureola Park 2.6 

This neighborhood park gets a variety of users 
throughout the year.  Little League baseball uses 
the field area in the spring, and the American 
Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) makes use of 
the entire turf area in the fall.  In addition, resi-
dents utilize the turf, basketball court and the chil-
dren's play area regularly.  The Special Needs Pro-
gram is the main tenant of the recreation building 
year-round, but the building is also used for other 
special interest classes and community groups.   

Rosek Park 0.2 

This triangular-shaped parcel is primarily a turf 
area with a large oak tree.  The park is occasionally 
used by neighborhood children for free play and by 
adults as a picnic or resting area.   

San Carlos Ave-
nue Neighbor-
hood Park  

0.3 

The park is a reasonably utilized facility, primarily 
attracting neighborhood children and adult chap-
erones.  It currently contains a swing set, park 
benches, barbecue pit, small turf area, drinking 
fountain and climbing apparatus. 

Vista Park 3.8 

Vista Park, landscaped with native vegetation, has 
walking paths, park benches, trash receptacles, and 
picnic tables.  The park has a magnificent view to 
the east.  It is presently used by local resident walk-
ers, pet owners and passive users.   

a  The Parks Master Plan will complete future Arguello Park improvements. 
Source:  City of San Carlos, 2007. 

in the General Plan, including Big Canyon Park and Eaton Park.  Open space 
land controlled by the City is mostly unimproved or in its natural state.  
Other open space areas around the city are owned and operated by the Mid-
peninsula Regional Open Space District (MROSD), San Mateo County and 
the State Department of Fish and Game. 
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MROSD manages 26 open space preserves totaling over 57,000 acres.  The 
three closest MROSD preserves are Pulgas Ridge, Purisima Creek Redwoods 
and Teague Hill, with Pulgas Ridge Open Space Preserve located within San 
Carlos’ SOI.  San Mateo County manages five regional parks.  The largest is 
the 467-acre Edgewood Preserve, located approximately 3 miles south of San 
Carlos.  The State Department of Fish and Game runs Bair Island, a 1,985-
acre Ecological Preserve within the Don Edwards National Wildlife Refuge, 
located adjacent to San Carlos in the wetlands of San Francisco Bay.  Open 
space within San Carlos includes Big Canyon Park, Eaton Park and land des-
ignated as open space in the General Plan.   
 
c. Trails 
Arguello, Highlands, Big Canyon, Eaton, and Heather Dog Area are the five 
city parks with hiking trails within the city limit.  Among these parks, the 
City owns and maintains 9.8 miles of recreational trails.  The longest trail 
within San Carlos’ trail system is the Eaton-Big Canyon Trail, which runs 
through both Eaton and Big Canyon Parks and connects the two parks to-
gether.  The City does not maintain equestrian facilities or mountain biking 
trails at this time.  Information on pathways through the city for bicycling 
and jogging are discussed in Circulation and Transportation chapter of this 
EIR.   
 
d. Planned Facilities  
The Master Plan for Parks, Open Space, Buildings and other Recreational 
Facilities plans for many new parks and improvements to existing parks, 
which are expected to be implemented over the next 12 years.  The Master 
Plan has improvements planned for each existing park in San Carlos, includ-
ing park buildings, open space and recreational facilities.  The acquisition of 
new parkland has been considered for east of El Camino Real, Devonshire 
Canyon and the civic center area.26  Additionally, an off-leash dog exercise 
area, a skate park and a sports complex have been considered.   
                                                         

26 Vision 2020 Great Parks, Good Living.  Master Plan for Parks, Open Space, 
Buildings, and other Recreational Facilities, prepared for the City of San Carlos by 
Harris Design, August 11, 2008, pages 78-79. 
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The City also has plans to expand the system of public trails.  In February 
2007, the City Council approved a Trails Connections Plan that identifies 14 
possible new connections to existing trails in San Carlos and surrounding 
areas.  Of the 14 connections, six connect trails within San Carlos and the 
remaining eight are regional connections.  The first priority trails, as identi-
fied in the Trails Connection Plan, are scheduled to be implemented before 
the second priority trails.  In addition to implementing the Trails Connec-
tions Plan, the City’s planned improvements to the trail system include ex-
tending existing trails and improving soil erosion and trail drainage issues. 
 
e. Parks Deficiencies 
In order to meet its parks provision standard of 2.5 acres per 1,000 residents, 
the City must acquire land to expand existing parks and to develop new City 
parks.  In 2008, the City had 62.5 acres of existing traditional developed park-
land.  Based on the estimated 2008 population of 28,857 people, the City cur-
rently provides 2.17 acres of developed/active parks for every 1,000 residents.  
In order to meet the required 2.5 acres of developed/active parks per 1,000 
residents, the City would have to provide an additional 9.64 acres. 
 
Although most residential areas of the city are located within walking dis-
tance of a local park, the City does not fully meet its walkability policy stan-
dard, as shown on Figure 4.11-3.  The White Oaks and Eaton neighborhoods 
do not contain any public parks and, consequently, the southern portion of 
the White Oaks neighborhood and the southern and eastern portions of the 
Eaton neighborhood are not within a ½-mile of a public park.  Therefore, the 
City would need additional park acres in these neighborhoods to fulfill its 
service standard. 
 
The City does not currently meet the demand for sports facilities.  According 
to a comprehensive study commissioned in 2000, some athletic fields were 
being used at 200 to 300 percent of capacity, and the City would need to pro-
vide an estimated 16 acres of additional sports fields, or 13 sport fields, in or-
der to meet the existing demand.  The study also found that particular  
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facilities desired by the community included playgrounds for small children, 
night lighting and soccer fields.27 
 
As previously noted, the City does not currently meet its standard of 1-mile 
of hiking trail per 1,000 residents.  To do so, the City would need a total of 27 
miles of trails (at the city’s current population).  Additional trail miles would 
be provided with implementation of the Council-approved Trail Connections 
Plan, and identified during development of the upcoming Open Space Man-
agement Plan.  According to the City’s Master Plan for Parks, Open Space, 
Buildings and other Recreational Facilities, the City will develop the Open 
Space Management Plan between 2008 and 2012.  The Open Space Manage-
ment Plan is listed as an unfunded item in the 2009-10 CIP budget request; the 
City’s current economic forecast precludes it from funding the project at this 
time.28  
 
3. Standards of Significance 
The Draft 2030 General Plan and the CAP would have a significant impact 
with regard to parks and recreation if it would: 

a. Result in increased use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or 
other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of 
the facility would occur or be accelerated. 

b. Include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the 
environment. 

 
4. Draft 2030 General Plan Project Impacts 
New development under the Draft 2030 General Plan has the potential to add 
an additional 3,446 new residents, which would increase the demand for park 
and recreational facilities in the planning area.  To meet the City’s parkland 

                                                         
27 Mark M. Mahady and Associates, Inc., Field Use and Agronomic Specifica-

tions, 2000. 
28 Bertollo-Davis, Stephanie.  Planner, City of San Carlos.  Personal commu-

nication with Carey Stone,  DC&E, June 9, 2009. 
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ratio of 2.5 acres of parkland per every 1,000 residents during the time hori-
zon of the Draft 2030 General Plan, the City would need 18.3 new acres of 
parks in addition to the existing 62.5 acres for a total of 80.7 acres. 
 
To help the City meet the parkland ratio goal, the goals, policies and actions 
in the Draft 2030 General Plan would assist the City’s parkland goals are met 
and would make sure that existing facilities are not negatively impacted by 
future growth.  Goal PR-1 of the Parks and Recreation Element calls for an 
increase in the amount of City-owned park and open space land.  Policy PR-
1.1 of that element requires the provision of a minimum of 2.5 acres of tradi-
tional parkland for every 1,000 residents.  Policy PR-1.2 requires that a park 
facility be required within ¼- to ½-mile of every resident.  Policies PR-1.3 and 
PR-1.4 call for the maintenance of athletic fields and active parks and passive 
open space, as well as the acquisition of land to provide additional recrea-
tional opportunities.  Actions PR-1.1 through PR-1.9 offer strategies to ac-
quire sites for the development of new parks through a variety of funding 
methods.  For example, Action PR-1.9 considers a policy requiring the maxi-
mum allowable park land dedication fee.   
 
The specific environmental impact of constructing new individual park or 
recreation facilities would be evaluated at the time that such facilities are pro-
posed.  Development and operation of park facilities may result in potentially 
significant impacts that are addressed by various plans, policies and mitigation 
measures identified in other sections of this EIR.  As specific park and recrea-
tion facility expansion projects are identified, additional project-specific, envi-
ronmental analysis will be completed.  Therefore, implementation of the 
Draft 2030 General Plan would result in a less-than-significant impact on parks 
and recreational facilities.   
 
5. Climate Action Plan Project Impacts 
The CAP would not result in an increased use of parks and recreational facili-
ties nor would it require the expansion or construction of new parks or rec-
reational facilities.  Therefore, implementation of the CAP would have no 
impact to parks and recreation services and facilities in San Carlos. 
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6. Cumulative Impacts 
Future regional growth would result in increased demand for park and recrea-
tional facilities throughout the region.  As a result, the County and other ju-
risdictions would need to expand and construct additional parks and other 
recreational facilities to meet the increased demand.  State law allows jurisdic-
tions to require additional development to fund park improvements, which 
would ensure the provision of adequate parklands.  However, the location 
and size of additional facilities would be determined as part of future devel-
opment activity.  As specific parkland expansion or improvement projects are 
identified, additional project-specific, environmental analysis would be com-
pleted.  As a result, a significant cumulative impact associated with parks and 
recreational facilities would not occur. 
 
7. Impacts and Mitigation Measures 
Since there are no significant impacts related to parks and recreational facili-
ties as a result of the Draft 2030 General Plan, no mitigation measures are 
required.  
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