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TABLE 4.6-2 SITES WITH ACTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL CONTAMINATION IN 
THE CITY OF SAN CARLOS

Site Name Address 
Database 
Listing(s) 

Affected 
Media 

Stewart Alsop 115 Dale Avenue 
LUST, Cortese, 
HAZNET, San 

Mateo County Bl 
S/GW 

Claremont 
High School 

1400 Alameda de Las Pulgas LUST Uk 

Shell Oil 500 El Camino Real LUST S/GW 

San Carlos Tire 
and Car Clinic 

260 El Camino Real 

LUST, CA FID 
UST, SWEEPS 

UST, San Mateo 
County Bl 

S/GW 

Auto Pride Car 
Wash 

195 El Camino Real 

LUST, RCRA-
SQG, FINDS, 

HAZNET, Cor-
tese, CA FID UST, 
San Mateo County 
Bl, SWEEPS UST 

GW 

The Lighthouse 734 El Camino Real 
LUST, SWEEPS 

UST 
S/GW/SV 

Unocal #293 90 El Camino Real 

LUST, HAZNET, 
Cortese, HIST 
UST, SWEEPS 

UST 

S/GW/SV 

Garden Supply 803 Old County Road LUST S/GW 

RMC-Reed 
Roofing 

789 Old County Road 
LUST, San Mateo 

Bl 
Uk 

J. Wing Partners 939 Laurel Street 
LUST, SLIC, 

HAZNET, Cortese 
S/GW 
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Site Name Address 
Database 
Listing(s) 

Affected 
Media 

Nielsen’s Auto-
motive, Inc. 

888 El Camino Real 

LUST, RCRA-
SQG, FINDS, 

HAZNET, Cor-
tese, San Mateo 

County Bl, HIST 
UST, SWEEPS 

UST 

S/GW 

Carlos Cleaners 1000 Laurel Street 

LUST, HAZNET, 
SLIC, San Mateo 
County Bl, Dry-

cleaners 

Uk 

Peninsula Labo-
ratories 

601 Taylor Way 
LUST, SLIC, San 
Mateo County Bl. 

S/GW 

RMC Lonestar 1026 Bransten Road LUST GW 

Stop N’ Go 980 El Camino Real LUST, Cortese S/GW/SV 

Carey Property 580 Bragato Road LUST S/GW 

Norman & 
Elaine Strom 

1008 Bransten Road 
LUST, HAZNET, 
San Mateo County 

Bl 

Closure 
Pending 

BP Oil #11201 906 Holly Street 
LUST San Mateo 

County Bl 
GW 

Bragato Paving 535 Bragato Road 
LUST, HAZNET, 
San Mateo Coun-

ty Bl 
GW 

B&H Technical 
Ceramics 

306 Industrial Blvd. LUST, Cortese GW 

Teigal Family 
Trust 

495 Bragato Road LUST S/GW 

Delta Star 270 Industrial Road 

LUST, SLIC, 
HAZNET, Cor-
tese, San Mateo 
County Bl, EMI 

Uk 
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Site Name Address 
Database 
Listing(s) 

Affected 
Media 

Shell Oil Co. 1098 El Camino Real 

LUST, RCRA-
SQG, Cortese, San 
Mateo County Bl, 

SWEEPS UST 

S/GW 

Matagrano, Inc. 610 Quarry Road LUST, HAZNET S/GW/SV 

Olympian San 
Carlos 

200 Industrial Blvd. 
LUST, San Mateo 

County Bl 
S/GW 

Liquid Carbonic 
Specialty Gas 

767 Industrial Blvd.  LUST, CA WDS Uk 

BFI Waste Sys-
tems 

225 Shoreway Road LUST GW 

City of San 
Carlos 

1113 Industrial Road 
LUST, HAZNET, 

Cortese 
GW 

State Plumbing 
Supply 

1000 American Street 
LUST, Cortese, San 
Mateo County Bl 

GW 

Beco Inc. 620 Airport Drive 

LUST, HAZNET, 
San Mateo County 

Bl, CA WDS, 
SWEEPS UST 

Closure 
received 

Eaton Cleaners 
and Dyers 

1752-4 Laurel LUST, SLIC S/GW/SV 

Goodyear #1693 290 El Camino Real SLIC S/GW 

G N Renn, Inc. 833 Old  County Road SLIC, FINDS, EMI Uk 

Kelly More 
Paint Co. 

919 Old Country Road 
SLIC, SWEEPS 

UST, HIST UST 
Uk 

Peninsula Labo-
ratories, Inc. 

901 Taylor Way 
SLIC, LUST, San 
Mateo County Bl. 

S/GW 

Circuits Facility 641 Quarry Road 
SLIC, San Mateo 

County Bl. 
Uk 
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Site Name Address 
Database 
Listing(s) 

Affected 
Media 

Kelly More 
Paint Co.  

1015 Commercial Street 

SLIC, RCRA-SQG, 
FINDS, HAZNET, 

CERC-NFRAP, 
HIST UST, FTTS, 

CA WDS, 
SWEEPS UST, 

HIST FTTS, San 
Mateo County Bl 

Uk 

Tiegel Manufac-
turing Co. 

495 Bragato Road 
SLIC, San Mateo 

County Bl. 
S/GW 

Spencer Kellogg 
Industries 

952 Bransten Road SLIC GW 

301 Industrial 
Way 

301 Industrial Way 
SLIC, HAZNET, 

EMI 
S 

Liquid Carbonic 
Corp 

767 Industrial Road 
SLIC, HAZNET, 

Cortese, San Mateo 
County Bl. 

GW 

Litton Electron 
Devices 

960 Industrial Boulevard 
SLIC, CHMIRS, 

CA WDS 
GW 

Appert Facility 
Harris Corp 

850 Bransten Road SLIC, HIST UST Uk 

Home Depot 1000 Howard Street SLIC S 

Notes: S = soil; GW= groundwater; SV= soil vapor; IA= indoor air; Uk = unknown, cur-
rently under investigation. 
Source: Environmental Data Resources, 2009. 

According to the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(CAL FIRE), risk to fires increases when densely populated areas intersect 
with high concentrations of fuel sources.  Areas along Crestview Drive be-
tween Club Drive and Melendy Drive are in areas of extreme fire threat, the 
highest rating of risk, as shown in Figure 4.6-2.  Areas defined as being vul-
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Source: Fire: California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(CDF), Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Fire Threat, 2003.  CDF 
wildland/urban interface threat mapping reflects relative risk to 
areas of population density from wildfire. Risk is expressed in terms 
of a "Threat to Community" value, with potential values ranging
from -14 (Little or no Threat to community areas with average
density of 1 housing unit per 20 acres or less) to +44 (Extreme 
Threat to community areas with average density of 1 unit per acre 
or more.)
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nerable to a very high threat of fire exist along Crestview Drive south of 
Melendy Drive. 
 
Homes in areas west of Alameda de las Pulgas are subject to special building 
codes to reduce fire risk.  Homeowners must clear 30 feet and perform fuel 
modification to 100 feet around their buildings to create a defensible space for 
firefighters to protect their homes.  New building codes effective January 1, 
2008 in State Responsibility Areas, and July 1, 2008 in Local Responsibility 
Areas also require homeowners to protect structures from becoming ignited 
by flying embers.  In addition, fire prevention measures are undertaken annu-
ally by the Belmont-San Carlos Fire Department.  A local government 
agreement with CAL FIRE augments the response in the Wildland Urban 
Interface Area, where urban development is located in proximity to open 
space or wildland areas.   
 
3. San Carlos Airport 
The San Carlos Airport is located within the San Carlos city limit east of US 
101, along the bay shoreline.  The 160-acre airport is located on land owned 
by the County of San Mateo and managed by the County Public Works De-
partment.   
 
Private planes are the primary users of the San Carlos Airport and are utilized 
for both business and recreation.  The airport also allows private jets under 
12,500 pounds to land and take off at any time, but activities such as student 
training are limited to daytime to meet noise abatement requirements.  The 
airport houses around 500 aircraft and is the place of business for over 25 
aviation related businesses, including a helicopter training school.  Other air-
port services include emergency response functions such as Air-Ambulance, 
Medivac flights and law enforcement patrols. 
 
The City/County Association of Governments of San Mateo County 
(C/CAG) serves as the State-mandated Airport Land Use Commission is re-
sponsible for promoting land use compatibility around the County’s airports 
in order to minimize public exposure to excessive noise and safety hazards.  
The primary means by which this is accomplished is through the San Mateo 
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County Comprehensive Airport/Land Use Plan (CLUP), adopted by 
C/CAG in 1996.  The CLUP is a State mandated document that governs the 
San Carlos Airport and its environs to promote airport/land use compatibil-
ity.   
 
The CLUP focuses on the safety of persons on the ground and persons in 
airplanes in flight.  Land use policies related to airport/land use compatibility 
must adhere to the Aircraft Noise/Land Use Compatibility Standards, Fed-
eral Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 77 height restrictions, and other safety 
criteria described in the CLUP. 
 
4. Emergency Preparedness 
As required by State law, the City of San Carlos has established emergency 
preparedness procedures to respond to a variety of natural and man-made 
disasters that could affect the community.  In the event of an emergency, the 
City will respond according to the Standardized Emergency Management 
System (SEMS) developed by the State.  The SEMS system establishes a hier-
archy of response with local government as the first responders.  If the City 
does not have sufficient resources to respond to a disaster, the County of San 
Mateo would lend resources.  Mutual aid agreements between various agen-
cies would be enacted all the way to the State level.   
 
The City of San Carlos established an Emergency Operations Center (EOC) 
program in 1987.  The EOC establishes evacuation routes, identifies agencies 
responsible for emergency response and summarizes and assesses potential 
threats and hazards.  Additionally, as required by California Government 
Code Section 3100, all City employees will report to City Hall, after ensuring 
the welfare of their families, to assist in emergency response in the event of a 
disaster.   
 
San Mateo County Sheriff’s Office of Emergency Services (OES) is responsi-
ble for coordinating emergency response in the county.  The OES operates 
under a Joint Powers Agreement with the 20 incorporated cities in the 
county.  The Emergency Services Council, which consists of a representative 
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from each of the 20 incorporated cities and a member of the County Board of 
Supervisors, governs the OES.   
 
 
C. Standards of Significance 

The Draft 2030 General Plan and CAP would have an impact related to haz-
ards or hazardous materials if it would: 

a. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the 
increased transport, use or disposal of hazardous materials; 

b. Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 
reasonably foreseeable upset or accident conditions involving the release 
of hazardous materials into the environment; 

c. Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous ma-
terials, substances or waste within 0.25 miles of an existing or proposed 
school; 

d. Be located on a site that is included on a list of hazardous materials sites 
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, 
create a significant hazard to the public or the environment; 

e. Be located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not 
been adopted, within 2 miles of a public airport or public use airport, and 
result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project 
area; 

f. Impair implementation of, or physically interfere with, an adopted emer-
gency response plan or emergency evacuation plan related to hazardous 
material spill response; or 

g. Expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death 
involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to urban-
ized areas or where residences are intermixed with wildlands. 
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D. Impact Discussion 

This section discusses the potential hazards and hazardous materials impacts 
associated with the Draft 2030 General Plan and CAP.  
 
1. Draft 2030 General Plan Update Project Impacts 
This section describes the impacts of the Draft 2030 General Plan on hazards 
and hazardous materials, wildland fires and airport safety. 
 
a. Hazardous Materials and Waste Use, Transportation, Storage and Dis-

posal 
Implementation of the Draft 2030 General Plan would allow for development 
of new residential, commercial, office, and industrial uses.  This could in-
crease the amount of hazardous materials used and wastes generated, as well as 
the number of people and structures exposed to these and other hazards. 
 
The Draft 2030 General Plan is one mechanism for preventing hazardous ma-
terial spills and releases, and ensuring that workers, the community and the 
environment are not needlessly exposed to hazardous materials.  Goal CSS-6 
of the Community Safety and Services Element in the Draft 2030 General 
Plan is to continue effective emergency response procedures to ensure public 
safety in the event of natural or man-made disasters.  Policies CSS-6.1 through 
CSS-6.12 and Actions CSS-6.1 through CSS-6.10 under this goal are designed 
to ensure adequate escape routes and response mechanisms in the case of a 
large hazardous material release.  Goal CSS-3 aims to protect lives and prop-
erty from risks associated with fire-related emergencies.  Policies CSS-3.1 
through CSS-3.13 and Actions CSS-3.1 through CSS-3.5 aim to reduce risks 
associated with fires.  Goal CSS-4 protects the community from the harmful 
effects of hazardous materials.   Polices CSS-4.1 through CSS-4.9 and Actions 
CSS-4.1 through CSS-4.4 aim to prevent hazardous material spills and releases 
and reduce the risks associated with existing hazardous material sites. 
 
With policy implementation, the impact of the Draft 2030 General Plan 
would be less than significant. 
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b. Hazardous Materials Accidents 
Increased development within the San Carlos city limit and SOI could also 
increase the amount of accidents involving the release of hazardous materials 
into the environment.  However, Policy CSS-4.2 of the Community Safety 
and Services Element requires that producers and users of hazardous materials 
conform to all local, State and federal regulations during production, disposal 
and transportation of hazardous materials, and Action CSS-4.2 provides for 
ongoing training of appropriate City personnel in hazardous materials, re-
sponse and handling.  
 
The BSCFD is the designated first responder to notifications of hazardous 
material spills and releases within the San Carlos city limit and SOI (Caltrans 
is responsible for spills and releases on highways and freeways).  To obtain 
the appropriate level of response, support should be given to this agency as 
supported in Policy CSS-3.1 of the Community Safety and Services Element 
regarding fire suppression. 
   
With policy implementation, the impact is considered less than significant. 
 
c. Hazardous Materials Around Schools 
Development of new schools or development of new areas within 0.25 miles 
of an existing school could create hazardous emissions.  However, Policy 
CSS-4.6 of the Community Safety and Services Element prohibits land use 
and development that emits odors, particulates, light glare or other environ-
mentally sensitive contaminants from being located within the proximity of 
schools, community centers, senior homes and other sensitive receptors.  
 
With policy implementation, the impact is considered less than significant. 
 
d. Hazardous Materials Sites 
Building demolition, grading and excavation on sites with existing contami-
nated soil, groundwater, asbestos or lead containing building materials could 
expose a hazard to workers, other individuals on site, in the community and 
in the environment.  Policy CSS-4.3 of the Community Safety and Services 
Element mitigates hazards to exposure from new development through the 
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environmental review process, design criteria, and standards of enforcement.  
Policy CSS-4.4 mitigates against indoor air intrusion potential in areas of new 
development or redevelopment above known contaminant plumes.  Policy 
CSS-4.5 recommends, based on the history of land use, that a site assessment 
for hazardous and toxic soil contamination be required prior to approving 
development project applications.  The screening criteria should use sites 
listed as active regulatory sites with known subsurface contamination.  Policy 
CSS-4.9 encourages the use of green building materials in new buildings to 
possibly reduce the use of hazardous construction materials.  
 
With policy implementation, the impact is considered less than significant. 
 
e. Airport Safety 
The Draft 2030 General Plan would allow future development to occur on 
sites within the San Mateo County located within 2 miles of a public airport, 
which could result in a safety hazard.  These construction projects could in-
clude all types of residential, commercial, industrial and mixed-use develop-
ment, as the entire downtown and most of San Carlos is within two miles of 
the San Carlos Airport.  However, Policy CSS-5.1 of the Community Safety 
and Services Element requires that all development within the airport area of 
influence be consistent with the relevant airport/land use compatibility crite-
ria contained in the adopted San Mateo County Comprehensive Airport Land 
Use Plan (CLUP) for the environs of San Carlos Airport. 
 
Furthermore, the FAA regulates air traffic at domestic airports, including the 
San Carlos Airport.  Federal aviation regulations (FAR Part 77) define air-
space protection parameters (or imaginary surfaces) around the airport.  The 
C/CAG of San Mateo County, which acts as the Airport Land Use Commis-
sion (ALUC) for the County of San Mateo, adopted the federal aviation regu-
lations mentioned above as a part of the San Mateo County Comprehensive 
Airport Land Use Plan for the environs of San Carlos Airport.  The City of 
San Carlos is a member of both the C/CAG of San Mateo County and the 
ALUC. 
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The FAA requires formal notification for many projects.  Developers or 
other parties that propose buildings or alterations to buildings greater than 
200 feet in height (above grade), or structures within 10,000 linear feet of the 
airport that would penetrate a 50:1 plane sloping up and away from the air-
port runway, must complete and submit FAA Form 7460-1 to the FAA.11 
 
The ALUC implements a State statute to further increase airport and land use 
compatibility in the area of the San Carlos Airport.  The Commission dele-
gated this responsibility to its advisory body, the C/CAG Airport Land Use 
Committee (ALUC). 
 
Among other things, the ALUC reviews proposed buildings or building im-
provements in the city of San Carlos that could affect air traffic.  Addition-
ally, Action CSS-5.1 of the Community Safety and Services Element requires 
that all proposed development projects within the airport area of influence be 
submitted for ALUC review.  The ALUC reviews various elements of 
planned improvements, including hot air vents, rooftop antenna or other 
superstructures, outside lighting fixtures, building functions that emit smoke, 
reflective exterior materials and water features that could attract waterfowl or 
other birds.  
 
This impact is considered less than significant. 
 
f. Emergency Preparedness 
The General Plan update would not impair implementation of, or physically 
interfere with, an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan related to hazardous material spill response.  
 
The Draft 2030 General Plan will result in new development and population 
growth, which could affect the implementation of adopted emergency re-
sponse and evacuations plan during disasters.  Policy CSS-4.6 of the Commu-
nity Safety and Services Element requires the preparation of emergency re-

                                                         
11 City/County Association of Governments of San Mateo County, San 

Mateo County Comprehensive Airport Land Use Plan, 1996. 
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sponse plans as part of the application process for all large generators of haz-
ardous waste, which is also required by federal law.  
 
In addition, Goal CSS-6 and Policies CSS-6.1 to CSS-6.12 and Actions CSS-6.1 
to CSS-6.10 of the Community Safety and Services Element address the need 
for continued effective emergency response to procedures to ensure public 
safety in the event of a natural or man-made disaster. These are listed below.  
 
With policy implementation, the impact is considered less than significant. 
 
g. Wildland Fires 
Development in areas identified as having a high fire risk could be at risk to 
wildland fires.  The risks associated with wildfires are most pronounced for 
land west of Alameda de las Pulgas where homes and other structures are of-
ten located within areas of dense vegetation and on steep slopes.  Goal CSS-3 
of the Community Safety and Services Element in the Draft 2030 General 
Plan is to protect lives and property from risks associated with fire-related 
emergencies.  Policies CSS-3.1 through CSS-3.13 as well as Actions CSS-3.1 
through CSS-3.5 address the need to protect lives and property from risks 
associated with fire-related emergencies. 
 
With adherence to these policies, the Draft 2030 General Plan would have a 
less-than-significant impact to wildland fire safety in San Carlos. 
 
2. Climate Action Plan Project Impacts 
The CAP does not include measures that would create a significant hazard to 
the public or environment associated with hazardous materials, wildland fire 
safety, airport safety or emergency preparedness.  Measures in the Plan call 
for waste reduction and increased energy efficiency, which would create bene-
ficial impacts for the public and environment.  Therefore, implementation of 
the CAP would have no impact on hazardous materials safety, wildland fire 
safety, airport safety or emergency preparedness in San Carlos. 
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3. Cumulative Impacts 
Implementation of the Draft 2030 General Plan would result in some addi-
tional development within the city which could increase the potential for 
exposure to hazards and hazardous materials.  Development in surrounding 
cities throughout the region could induce similar exposure to hazardous ma-
terials and other hazards.  However, the development in San Carlos and sur-
rounding areas would have a localized effect on the exposure of residents to 
these hazards.  This type of exposure would not be compounded by addi-
tional exposure in other parts of the region.  Additionally, the Draft 2030 
General Plan includes policies to ensure that all hazards and hazardous mate-
rials are managed appropriately and according to California and local regula-
tions in order to ensure public safety.  Subsequently, the implementation of 
the Draft 2030 General Plan would have a less-than-significant cumulative im-
pact on hazards and hazardous materials. 
 
The CAP would not increase the public’s risk from hazards and hazardous 
materials, so there would be no cumulative impact. 
 
 
E. Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

Since implementation of the Draft 2030 General Plan and CAP would result 
in less-than-significant impacts in hazards and hazardous materials, no mitiga-
tion measures are required. 
 
 


