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waters, fisheries, plants and wildlife, minerals, and
soils. The Open Space Element must address a range
of open space types, including six major categories of
open space. Most of these types of open space are cov-
ered in this Environmental Management Element
while a few are covered elsewhere in this General Plan.
Table 6-1 lists all six types of open space and identifies
where they are addressed in this General Plan.

Not all required topics are discussed in this Element,
because they are included elsewhere in the General
Plan or such resources do not exist in San Carlos. For
example, areas important for the preservation of his-
toric and cultural resources are addressed in the Land
Use Element, and open space for public health and
safety is primarily discussed in the Safety Element.
San Carlos does not have forest, fishery, agricultural,
or mineral resources. Other federal and State laws re-
quire communities to address air quality and the com-
munity production of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
and solid waste and to develop impact reduction
strategies. To this end, the Environmental Manage-
ment Element includes the topics of air quality, GHG

emissions, and solid waste.
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TABLE 6-1 GOVERNMENT CODE OPEN SPACE
CLASSIFICATIONS

Category Element Addressed In:
Open Space for the Preservation of Natural Resources

Plant and animal habitat areas Environmental Management
Rivers, streams, lakes, and their banks  Environmental Management
Watershed lands Environmental Management
Areas required for ecological and Environmental Management
other scientific study purposes

Open Space Used for the Managed Production of Resources

Agricultural lands and rangelands
Forest and timber lands
Mineral resource production areas

Open Space for Outdoor Recreation and Scenic Resources
Areas of outstanding historic or cultural Land Use

Not applicable to San Carlos
Not applicable to San Carlos
Not applicable to San Carlos

value

Parks and other areas used for Parks and Recreation
recreation

Areas of outstanding scenic value Land Use

Scenic corridors, trails, and links Land Use

between different open space areas
Open Space for Public Health and Safety
Areas requiring special management or
regulation because of risks presented by
natural hazards such as steep slopes or
flooding

Open Space in Support of the Mission of Military Installations
Areas associated with military bases

Safety Element

Not applicable to San Carlos

Open Space for the Protection of Native American Sacred
Sites
Local tribal lands

. . . Land Use Element
Any Native American cultural sites
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The Environmental Management Element is divided

into three sections:

Guiding Principles: Provides a framework and
establishes the basic intent of the element and
are a broad statement of overall community
value relating to environmental management in

San Carlos.

Background Information: Provides informa-
tion on the existing conditions of biological re-
sources, hydrology, air quality, greenhouse gas
emissions, and solid waste.

Goals, Policies, and Actions: Provides policy
guidance for protecting and preserving impor-
tant resources covered in this Element, men-
tioned above.
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Biological Resources

The following section provides background informa-
tion pertaining to biological resources in San Carlos.
The background information supports the goals and
policies related to biological resources, which are also
included in this section.

Background Information

This section includes background information on natu-
ral vegetative communities, special status plants and
wildlife, wetlands, riparian habitat and soil types in
and near San Carlos.

Natural Communities in San Carlos

Although native vegetation within San Carlos has been
substantially altered, the presence of large areas of un-
developed lands to the west, and the remaining ripar-
ian corridors along creeks contributes to a diverse as-
semblage of resident and migrant wildlife species. In
general, each habitat differs in its relative value to spe-
cific species and can be characterized by both vegeta-
tion and dependent animal species, although some
wildlife species may utilize more than one habitat type.
Figure 6-1 shows a general map of the vegetation and
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habitat types based on CalVeg mapping by the USDA

Forest Service.

The habitat types found within and around San Carlos

all provide different ecological functions and value.

The more common habitat types are outlined below:
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Non-vegetated and sparsely vegetated habitat. Most
of the non-vegetated and sparsely vegetated habi-
tat areas are located east of Alameda de las Pul-
gas as shown on Figure 6-1.

Agquatic habitat. Aquatic habitat includes streams,
ponds, lakes, and bay shoreline that provide
habitat to a variety of birds, amphibians, fish, and

mammals.

Wetlands. Wetlands are areas that are periodi-
cally or permanently inundated by surface or
ground water, and support vegetation adapted to
life in saturated soil. Wetlands provide habitat to
fish and wildlife and provide stormwater, flood
and water recharge, filtration, and purification
functions. Seasonal wetlands are areas of pro-
longed saturation that are dry during the summer
months. Wetlands tend to be present near

aquatic features such as creeks, lakes, or ponds

and along the bayshore, but also may be found
within seasonal swales or isolated depressions
such as a low spot in the ground. Wetlands and
major waterbodies in and near San Carlos are
shown in Figure 6-2. Although there are only
documented areas of wetlands near the eastern
city border, it is likely that these features exist in
other areas of the city and its SOL

Riparian habitats. Riparian habitat is a distinct
plant community found along the margins of
creeks and rivers. It has a very high value to
wildlife and generally exhibits a rich and diverse
animal community. Although mostly urbanized,
Pulgas, Brittan, Belmont and Cordilleras Creeks
support areas of riparian habitat. However, the
scale of the riparian habitat area is too small to be
shown in Figure 6-1.

Oak woodland. Oak woodland habitat consists of
patches of several or more mature trees fre-
quently dominated by California coast live oak
and valley oak. Some areas of oak woodland
habitat also support a dense understory shrub
layer of vegetation that includes coyote brush,
poison oak, California coffeeberry, Himalayan
blackberry and California rose. Several types of
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FIGURE 6-1






